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Hanson Family Journey
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Join us on our tour for a cure!

www.hansonjourney.com 

The Hanson Family is traveling all over North America (in cooperation with the Massachusetts General Hospital Diabetes Research Center) to raise awareness about and funds for research leading to a cure for diabetes! 

Read on to learn more!
Facts about Diabetes
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Over 15 million people in the United States are currently living with some form of diabetes.
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Diabetes and its complications have a major socioeconomic impact on modern society. Of the approximately $700 billion dollars spent on healthcare in the US today, roughly $100 billion are spent to treat diabetes and its complications.
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Thirty-five children in the U.S. are diagnosed with type 1 diabetes each day.

Living with Type 1 Diabetes
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To survive, people with type 1 diabetes must, each day, prick their fingers for blood four or more times and take multiple insulin injections. 
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The multiple daily injections of insulin do not mimic the body's natural and more precise control of glucose. Blood sugars are often higher than normal, causing complications that include blindness, heart attack, kidney failure, stroke, nerve damage, and amputations. Even with insulin, life expectancy of diabetics averages 15 years less than non-diabetics.
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 Controlling blood sugar is not simple. Despite rigorous attention to maintaining a healthy diet, exercise regimen, and always injecting the proper amount of insulin, many other factors can adversely affect a person's blood-sugar control including: stress, hormonal changes, periods of growth, illness or infection, and fatigue. People with type 1 diabetes must constantly be prepared for hypoglycemic (low blood sugar) and hyperglycemic (high blood sugar) reactions which are life threatening.

[image: image8.png]



 Caring for type 1 diabetes is challenging for the entire family. It is a life threatening disease that requires never-ending vigilance.
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 Until recently, diabetics and their friends and families have had little or no hope for a cure for this difficult disease.
A Cure!
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In the last eighteen months there have been major breakthroughs at the Massachusetts General Hospital Center for Diabetes Research (MGH).  Dr. Denise Faustman and a team of MGH scientists discovered, somewhat to their own surprise, that an injection of spleen cells cured type 1 diabetes in mice.   
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MGH scientists have more recently conducted studies strongly indicating that what occurred in the mice tests will be replicated in people. 
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Those findings have not only encouraged researchers at MGH, they have also given fresh hope to scientists working to find a cure for other autoimmune diseases (including rheumatoid arthritis, multiple sclerosis, and lupus). 
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Based on those exciting breakthroughs, the US Food and Drug Administration has cleared the way for MGH to begin a human trial. 

The Need for Funds
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To conduct the clinical trials on humans, MGH is now trying to raise approximately $11 million dollars needed for the trials.  
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Lee Iaccoca has, through the Iaccoca Foundation, donated several million dollars to support Dr. Faustman (pictured above) and her team.
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But millions more are still needed.  And because the treatment – the injection of spleen cells – does not require synthetic drugs, there is no assistance coming from large pharmaceutical companies that might otherwise underwrite such an expense.
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MGH is therefore turning to private donors for help – individuals like you who want to help end diabetes and advance medical research on all autoimmune diseases.
The Hanson’s Tour for a Cure!
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The Hanson family, including Jon (Dad), Kathleen (Mom), Emily (11), Erin (8), and Ian (5) left Massachusetts at the end of 2003 and have been traveling by motorhome around the country to spread the news about the MGH research and the need for funds.  

[image: image19.png]



Erin was diagnosed with type 1 diabetes in April of 2003.  We have now learned about how the disease has touched and cut short the lives of other members of our family, including Kathleen’s aunt, who died as a child, undiagnosed and untreated. And we have met countless people on the road who have been touched directly or indirectly by the disease.

[image: image20.png]



We believe that the sooner this important research is completed, the sooner it can be used to help those currently or soon-to-be in the grips of disease.  We also believe that helping MGH raise money for this research will save lives – maybe even Erin’s.  So we have set the ambitious goal of $100,000 as the amount that we’d like to help raise.   We need your help!

How You Can Help
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  There are two things you can do to assist in our tour for a cure.  
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   First, please help us get the word out about the promising MGH research and the need for funds.  Please pass this pamphlet and our website address, www.hansonjourney.com, on to your friends and family.
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  Second, please make a tax-deductible donation right now.  Even a small donation can go a long way toward improving and saving lives.  
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   If we all do a little, we can all do a lot.

How To Make a Donation
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  Find out how to make your tax-deductible donation on-line or by mail at our “Tour for a Cure” page on www.hansonjourney.com.
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  Or make your donation by mail today: You can write a check to “Massachusetts General Hospital Center for Diabetes Research.”  Please squeeze “Hanson Journey Cure Diabetes Now” into the memo portion of the check and mail the check to: Pam Yosh, Development Office, Massachusetts General Hospital, 100 Charles River Plaza, Suite 600, Boston, MA 02131.

Frequently Asked Questions
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  Where are you from?:  

Wakefield, MA, U.S.A.
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  When did you start your journey?
December 29, 2003.
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  When will your journey end?
If all goes well, August 2004.
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  How are Emily, Erin, and Ian going to school?
It’s called “road schooling” – homeschooling on wheels! 
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  Do you miss home?
Yes and no.  We have a home here, but we miss our friends very much.
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  Are you having fun?
Truly, the time of our lives . . . most days.
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  Who drives that big thing?
Her name is Big Beluga, and Dad is the helmsperson.   
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  What has been the worst moment on your journey?
Hmmm . . . Maybe it was the day that we thought Ian swallowed poison and that Erin fainted, and both wound up in the Las Vegas emergency room.  Or perhaps it was the time that we got lost for five hours on the Huckaby Trail in Sedona.  Or maybe it was the time that Erin hit her head sand-sledding at White Sands National Monument . . .   
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  What has been the best moment on your journey?
There are too many to count.  But hiking through ancient riverbeds in the Petrified National Forest was way up there.  Or maybe it was trekking down into the Grand Canyon on a mule trail.  And then there was the day we spent watching koalas play at the San Diego Zoo . . . 
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  Besides a cure for diabetes, what do you most want?

Easy: More people signing our webpage guestbook!  
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